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What Are Some of the Significances of Studying Formal Education in Oceania ?

Takeshi Osanai
Hokkaido University of Education, Kushiro Campus

This study explores some of the significances of studying the formal education
system in Oceania, mainly from the perspective of deriving valuable suggestions
fromthat exploration, in relation to two major points in current educationaal
reformation in Japan, First , the author focuses attention on the efficacy of dealing
with Thursday Island in the context of stressing the importance of tracing the
forerunners’ efforts to develop international understanding ; Thursday Island is the
place where the pearling industry was once prosperous and many Japanese were
engaged in the business and loved and respected by the local people. In the process
of this discussion, the author refers to a Tongan educator’s keynote address in the
1997 Australian College of Educations; in that address she beautifully described the
importance of respecting one’s own ethnic culture in the age of globalization. Second,
The author brings the discussion into focus as to the necessity and possibility of
innovating formal education in Japan by introducing a wide range of techniques of
distance education on the presumption that Australia is one of the most advanced
nations in that field. Some relevant facts, mostly collected through a visit to James
Cook University in Queensland, are given in terms of illustration, especially with

respect to the systematic ways teaching materials are constructed and prepared.
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Why Does Education in Oceanian Countries Interest

Researchers of British Education?

Takeshi Sasaki

National Institute for Educational Research

Why does education in Oceanian countries interest researchers of British edu-
cation? First of all,most of Oceanian countries were under the rule of British
Empire,and are now belonging to the Commonwealth. Although the influences of
British culture seem to be overwhelming,we must not forget that Britain was and
still is a multinational country. Diversity in Oceanian societies has be mirroring
British diversity. Secondly, the education systems of Oceanian countries are not
mere copies of those of Britain. The beginnings of the Australian system of edu-
cation, for example, are as old as the end of the eighteenth century,when England
did not yet have a nationwide system of elementary schooling. Not only British but
also other colonial experiences were brought into Australian colonies. Conversely,
Australian experiments in education have influenced those in British and other
colonies. Robert Lowe, who was involved formation of education system in Austra-
lia, and later introduced the payment for results system in Britain ,was a good
example expressing mutual relations between Britain and Australia. The payment
by results system has also become one of characteristics of Australian elementary
schooling in the second half of the nineteenth century. Thirdly, those features have
been transformed through the conditions of each Oceanian counties. We can
examine the different features of British education through these transformation.
Lastly, from the 1980s reforms of education have been progressing in Britain.
Along with a new liberalism emphasizing the role of the free market in education,
we can recognize conservatism yearnings for social and education policies of the
Victorian period as one of the main driving forces behind reforms. We comment
on whether colonial legacies in Australian education have been reviving or global
trends towards the free market are predominating both in Britain and Australia.
In a comparative analysis of the contemporary politics of education, education in
Australia and another Oceanian countries is a very attractive subject for rese-
archers of education in Britain. We present those four points as the reasons of

interest for the Oceanian education by researchers of British education.
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A Study on the Relationship Between the Issues Concerning Australian
Indigenous People and History Education:

An Introduction to a Comparative Study Between Australia and Japan

Masahito Kinoshita
( Nagoya University Junior/Senior High School Affiliated to the Faculty of
Education )

In this paper, the writer examines the value and the effective elements of
history education, looking especially at the relationship between the issues
concerning the indigenous peoples both in Japan and in Australia and the
recognition people have had on the past of their countries.

In Australia, there has always been a great gap between the way how indige-
nous people see their past and the way non-indigenous people see theirs.
Indigenous people see the times in which they were oppressed, segregated, and
discriminated against by non-indigenous people since 1788 when British Coloni-
zation started as part of their version of Australian history. On the contrary, to
some non-indigenous Australian people, “Australian history” refers to the his-
tory of the federation, especially after 1901 when the Australian federation was
established; this viewpoint does not take the conflicts between European
settlers and indigenous people into consideration.

Prime Minister John Howard once told the first Australian Reconciliation
Convention that he was personally sorry for Indigenous children having been
taken away from their families and being raised by whites, though he refused
to apologize on behalf of the nation. Howard said, “Australians of this genration
should not be required to accept guilt and blame for past actions and policies
over which they had no control.”

When considering the fact that young Australia is advancing toward a bri-
ght future in terms of politics, economy, culture, and so forth, it is very

important for them not only to look at their own present situation and future,
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but also to look back their past and try to find better understanding of the true
facts and history of their own people and country. What contribution can history
education wake? The present writer argues of the potential the impact history
education has to make Towards forming a better society and relationship
between Australian indigenous and non-indigenous people today. In doing so, we
Japanese will be able to find some-

thing that we can learn from Australia and that we can apply to the issues

surrounding Japanese indigenous people in our own context.
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The Policy Framework for School Management in Victoria, Australia: A

theoretical Conclusion
Hiroshi Sato (The University of Tsukuba)

Self-Managing Schools can be defined as school management in which authority
and the responsibility for the curriculum, personnel, finance and facilities are
decentralised in education policies and the accountability framework. Self-
Managing Schools have discretion to implement policies that improve student
learning outcomes taking into account the background of the students and com-

munity.

The policy framework for School Management is composed of curriculum,
personnel, finance and accountability and every part is essential. A Charter is the
key element of this framework as a Charter contains school profiles, school goals
(curriculum and outcomes, environment, finance, human resource and account-
ability), school priorities, codes of practice and accountability arrangements in
order to combine decentralised authority and responsibility, consistent with
education policies and reflecting community needs. The Charter is a three-year
school strategy to improve student learning outcomes. Without a Charter, decent-

ralised authority and responsibility would disperse.

A Charter is a formal understanding signed by a principal, a School Council
President and DoE to signify that an agreement has been reached. Subsequently
the School Council President, Parents and DoE expect schools to implement the
Charter. Schools may implement Charters to measure up to their expectations, but
no guarantee is given. It is interesting that the Education Act, Article 15 L (b) says
Charter does not create any legal status of rights and duties among the principal,
the School Council President and DoE. This means that a Charter is different from
a business contract. That’s why Rae (1997, p.117) called a Charter a quasi-contract.
Then, without legal control, how do we assure that schools implement Charters ?
The answer to this question sheds light on the principles of the policy framework

in terms of student learning outcomes.
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Briefly speaking, the answer is ‘Checks and Balance's between schools, parents
and DoE. The implementation of a Charter is assured by ‘Checks and Balance’s so
that schools can be accountable to parents and Department of Education. ‘Checks

and Balance’s are based on two measures.

First, the Charter is reinforced in the process of principal selection, principal
contract renewal as well as the by assesment of the Charter implementation is
assessed by the School Council President and DoE. This Performance
Management is designed to improve students learning outcomes by focusing
principals on the achievement of key results. The determination of performance
assessment for principals is the responsibility of the General Manager (of School).
In this way, the School Council Presidents and DoE examine each principal’s
performance so that principals will take advantage of the decentralized authority
and responsibility to improve student learning outcomes. Each Principal's
discretion is checked to maintain a balance of power between the school , Parents
and DoE.

Second, the implementation of a Charter is evaluated through the School Annual
Report and Triennial Review. The School Council President and parents take part
in the development of the Annual Report and Triennial Review. Independent
Verifiers who have sub-contracted conduct independent verification. In this way,
the School Council President and Indepen-dent Verifier examine a school’s
performance against it’s goals and DoE’s requirements as described in the Charter
to ensume that schools will use their decentralized authority and responsibility to
improve student learning outcomes. Each School’s discretion is checked to

maintain a balance of power between the schools , parents /and DoE .

In short, implementation of the Charter is assured not by legal control but a
system of ‘Checks and Balance’s between the schools ., parents and DoE. When a
principal, parents and DoE succeed in achieving a balance, schools succesfully
implement their Charter and remain committed to quality assurance. This is the

principle of the policy framework to improve student learning outcomes.
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