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Teacher employment in rural and remote schools in Australia
: Findings of the reasons of its difficulties from the interviews with principals
and teachers

Maiko AOKI (Hokkaido University)
Yoshihito II (Fuji Women’s University)

The aim of this paper is to describe the issues and challenges concerning the
employment of teachers in rural and remote schools, which is based on an
interview survey with the principals and teachers conducted at the school visits
in the inland Queensland in August 2018.

Previous studies and government reports have pointed out that there are
challenges in employment and retention of teachers in rural and remote schools.
In order to improve the lower educational outcomes at these schools, it is
inevitable to overcome these difficulties.

Although it has been indicated that it is necessary to examine the reasons and
backgrounds of these issues from both external (income, school environment,
social back ground) and internal factors (conceptions of remote and lifestyle),
even the recent government research shows only the specific contents. In this
paper we surveyed each two schools in rural and remote areas, we try to make

clear the characteristics of the issues related to teachers and the background
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reasons of these issues from the interview with principals and teachers at these
schools.

As a result of the survey, in all schools, as shown in the previous statistics, it
was difficult to obtain teachers and to improve their retention rates. In addition,
the percentage of young inexperienced teachers was high.

The external factors considered being these causes include the closeness that
remote communities have in common. As indicated by the expression of a ‘fish
bowl’, community is highly interested in the teachers themselves. The social
characteristics, which can be recognize to ‘intimacy’ for local residence will often
be a resistance especially for graduated teachers who come from urban areas.

One of the internal factors is the characteristics required to teachers in remote
schools. The teachers in remote schools are required to have the ‘open mind’
‘resilience’ and ‘grid’ attitudes to build a good relationship with the closed
community. In other words, it is difficult for teachers who do not have these
characteristics to continue working at remote schools. Besides the reason why
the role of school leaders which support them is more essential in rural and

remote schools.
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Current Situation and Issues of Early Childhood Education and Care in
NSW, Australia; Participate observation and interviews with educators

Maki YAMADA (Sugiyama Jogakuen University)
Sachiyo YAMADA (Sugiyama Jogakuen Kindergarten)

This paper provides an overview of the current trends in the reform of Early
Childhood Education and Care being implemented in Australia at a national level.
In addition, data was collected with participant observation and interviews in
long-day care centers and preschools in Sydney to ascertain changes in ECEC
and the issues it faces.

In Australia, reform of ECEC at the national level was pushed forward after
the Labor Party won the federal election in 2007. In November 2008, the
National Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education was signed. By
this agreement universal access to early childhood education would be provided
by degree qualified early childhood teachers through Early childhood education
programs. These programs would be held 40 weeks a year for 15 hours a week.
In 2009, Belonging, Being & Becoming: The Early Years Learning Framework
(EYLF) was announced, and in January 2012 The National Quality Framework
(NQF) was established as a framework to guarantee the quality of all ECEC,
including long-day care centers and preschools. At the same time, the Australian
Children's Education and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA) was formed as a
monitoring body.

In this research, participant observation was conducted at five ECEC
facilities and interviews were held with ten nursery school teachers. The focus of
the participant observation was on how the policy guidelines for nursey education
was being translated to the classroom, while the interviews focused on what the
teachers saw as the main issues facing them.

Results showed that, firstly, it had become a convention to link the
environment in the ECEC and the various activities with the Early Years
Learning Framework; and, secondly, regarding “Universal access to early
childhood education”, rather than introduce, literacy and numeracy in ECEC,
emphasis was placed on “play-based learning” and on STEM/STEAM. In ECEC,
basic concepts in science, technology, engineering, math, and art are discovered
by children in activities through play.
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